POLLUTION PREVENTION

What is a No Burn Day and how does it affect me?

When pollution is on the rise, the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality may issue a High Pollution Advisory
(HPA) when the valley is in danger of exceeding the federal standards for air quality. When a HPA is called, the
Maricopa County Air Quality Department enforces the No Burn Day ordinance and residents must refrain from using
wood-burning fireplaces, woodstoves and outdoor fire pits. This ordinance also includes wood-burning fireplaces and
outdoor fire pits at restaurants and hotels. Visit the Maricopa County Air Quality Department’s website for information
on exemptions at: http://www.maricopa.gov/ag/divisions/compliance/dust/burning_activities/Default.aspx.

How do I know if it is a No Burn Day?

For information on whether or not it is a No Burn Day, please call 602-506-6400. To find out the current air quality
forecast, please call the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality at 602-771-2367 or log on to the Maricopa
County Air Quality Department’s website at: www.maricopa.gov/aq.

How long does a No Burn Day last?

A No Burn Day is in effect for a 24-hour period from midnight on the day it is declared until midnight the following
day.

Who must comply with a No Burn Day?

A No Burn Day applies to those living within Maricopa County and within incorporated cities and towns in Maricopa
County. The area envelopes most of the cities and towns in the valley. Visit http://www.azcommerce.com/doclib/
COMMUNE/Maricopa_County.pdf for a detailed profile of Maricopa County and which cities and towns fall within the
county limits.

Who enforces the No Burn Days?

The Maricopa County Air Quality Department is responsible for enforcing No Burn Days. Air quality inspectors
respond to fireplace, woodstove and open-burning complaints when a No Burn Day is in effect.

How do I report a violation during a No Burn Day?

To report a violation on a No Burn Day, visit www.maricopa.gov/ag and click “Contact Us.” You may also call
602-372-2703. Callers have the option to leave a detailed message after business hours. The violation will be
assigned to an inspector the next business day.

What is the penalty for burning during a No Burn Day?

A resident who is found using a non-approved residential wood-burning device in their fireplace during a No Burn
Day who has not been issued an exemption will be given a warning and educational material for the first violation.
Thereafter, the resident could be fined between $50 up to $250 depending on the number of wood-burning violations
an individual receives per year. For outdoor illegal open burning, fines can range from $100 - $10,000 depending on
the violation.

What is an approved residential wood burning device?

An approved residential wood-burning device or an Environmental Protection Agency [EPA] approved device is a
fireplace or woodstove that meets the EPA’s low air emissions standards. All approved devices will have a
permanent label usually attached to the back of the device. Examples of these types of devices include gas
fireplaces, gas logs and pellet stoves. These devices MAY be used during a No Burn Day. For more information, call
602-506-6730.

Is it okay to burn manufactured/wax logs on a No Burn Day?

During a No Burn Day, a resident may NOT burn manufactured logs in a fireplace or woodstove.
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What should I burn in my fireplace or woodstove?

A mixture of softwoods and hardwoods is the best choice for a fire that is both easily ignited and long-lasting.
Softwoods like pine, spruce, and fir are easier to ignite and burn rapidly. Hardwoods like oak and mesquite provide a

longer-lasting fire with a shorter flame.

What should I NOT burn in my fireplace, woodstove or outdoor fire pit?

Do not burn trash in your fireplace or woodstove! Burning trash produces noxious and corrosive products. Unburned
fragments (foil, paper, and plastics) can plug-up the chimney. Other materials that should never be burned include
poison ivy, poison oak, and chemically treated wood such as discarded railroad ties, utility poles, and fences. All of
these materials emit poisonous fumes and could also plug-up the chimney, increasing the possibility of a chimney

fire.

When a No Burn Day is in Effect:

Do NOT burn wood in an indoor fireplace, woodstove
or outdoor fire pit.

Do NOT burn manufactured/wax logs.

Do NOT use a non-approved residential wood
burning device.

Call 602-506-6730 with any wood burning questions.

Do your part by carpooling, telecommuting, riding the
bus, using a vanpool or reducing your trips (trip-
linking). Visit Valley Metro at www.valleymetro.org or
call 602-262-RIDE (7433) for more information on
alternative modes of transportation.

Fireplace/Woodstove Tips on Burning:

Before firing up your fireplace, turn down any other
heat in the room. Set the thermostat to 65 degrees
or lower.

Kindling wood should only be used when starting a
fire.

For continued burning, use 4-5 inch thick pieces, or
larger, depending on the fireplace or woodstove
size.

Watch for “smoke” signals. Visible smoke leaving
the top of the chimney or lazy flames are signs of
incomplete combustion. When this occurs, open the
damper. This allows additional air into the fireplace
or woodstove.

Always burn the driest wood first. Wet wood has a
tendency to smoke.

Maricopa County
Air Quality Department
1001 N. Central Ave. Ste. 400
Phoenix, AZ 85004

www.maticopa.gov/aq
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